
 CHURCH PREPAREDNESS QUESTIONS 

  Foothills Presbytery - April 2021 

 
If a disaster strikes your Church, how many of the following items are in place or 
could be addressed in a timely manner? 
 

1. Does the Church have an emergency contact list (including cell phones) for 
pastors, staff and lay leadership?  Does the presbytery office have a copy? 

 
2. Is the Church directory updated at least quarterly with emails and ‘next-of-

kin’ contacts?  Is there a list of members with special needs noted and 
updated annually? 

 
3. Do you know who to contact at the presbytery office in the event of a 

disaster?  Is this information posted in more than one location? 
 
4. Does the Church have a plan for who contacts the presbytery office? 
 
5. Is an evacuation plan posted in multiple locations within the Church 

building?  Have you had a fire marshal inspection?  Do you have contact 
information for groups that meet at the church? 

 
6. Does the Church have an alternative communication plan in case the phones 

and/or Wi-Fi is down? 
 
7. Does the Church have the capacity to receive and disperse funds in the event 

of a disaster?  Does the presbytery have the Church’s bank routing number 
and account number? 

 
8. Is the Church able to print/distribute materials, update the website and 

send/receive emails even if the Church office function is disrupted?  Are 
essential records saved electronically? 

 
9. Does the Church have an inventory of Church property and an easily 

accessible copy of insurance coverage?  Is there a duplicate copy in an offsite 
location?  A video of the physical plant and room contents is recommended. 

 
10. Does the Church have a plan for continuation of Church operations in the 

event of a catastrophic disaster? 
 
11. Have pastoral and lay care givers had training is Disaster Spiritual Care? 
 
12. Is the church likely to be available to temporarily host evacuees from other 

areas?  Example:  If a hurricane strikes the coast of SC. 


